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TO OUR MEMBERS; 

ggS OjLUTION TO AI4EH D BY-LAW NO. 1 O F HAMILTON NATURALI STS’ C LUB 

TAIfE HOTICE that it is__proposed to amend By-law No. 1, 
subsection l8 (c) under heading "Sanctuary Fund" by adding thereto 
a third paragraph as follows: 

PROVIDED, KOIVEVER, commencing at the date of the approval 
of this Resolution by the Members, the Directors shall retain in 
the Sanctuary Fund, a sura of money, sufficient to pay all expenses of 
whatsoever kind and nature for the annual upkeep, including 
operating costs of the Club-oTOed Sanctuaries, in the Sanctuary 
Fund, and in addition thereto shall always maintain in the said 
Fund a sum of not less than $5,000.00. 


» # « 
* « 


Board of Directors. 
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THANK YOU, M/VR V IN GROVE 

Since October 1981 Marvin Grove has worked diligently in editing the 
Wood Duck, During that period' he has been conscientious in his efforts to 
the point that we have alv;ays gone to press on time even x^hen copy arrived 
at thelast moment. He hasshox'm initiative in finding articles that wereof 
interest to the club' members. Seldom did he complain. 

In other ways both Marvin and Ruth helped us on many occasions. 

It is with regret that we have accepted Marvin's resignation as editor of 
the Wood Duck because of "recent and urgent demands on my time". We appre¬ 
ciate his faithfulness. We wish him well in his new location in Jarvis, 
Ontario andhope that he and Ruth will be able to join us regularly in our 
meetings and outings. 


Norman Ralston, President H.N.C. 
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MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETING MONTHLY MEETI NG 

Time -Monday, February 13, 1984 at 8:00 p.m. 

Place Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington,Ontario 
Program "Bluebirds" 

Mr. Bill Read, Teacher of Outdoor Education, Boyne 
Nature Science School, Shelburne 

VISITORS mCOME STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS 

Prices have gone upI Thus, thecost of 
purchasing coffee and donuts for the monthly 
meetings has increased, "KITTY" would appre¬ 
ciate a little extra help each month in order 
to keep out of the "red", 

OUTINGS FOR FEBRUARY & MARCH 

SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 5, 1984 - 8t30 A.M. X-C SKI AND SNOW SHOE 

An informal gathering at Christie Outdoor Education Centre, Bring 
something for acookout; e,g. hot dogs. If there is no snow, this 
outing will be on foot with the cookout afterwards. Meet in the 
parking lot at University Plaza, Dundas. 

Leaders: John Heaslip Dundas 627-1280 

Shirley Element Burlington 527-7158 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1984 - 8:30 A.M . WINTER BIRD HIKE 

NOTE CHANGE OF T IM E TO 8:30 A.M. 

Explore the Dundas Marsh area forwinter birds. Meet at the crossing 
of Spencer Creek and Cootes Drive (Hwy.#102). This outing will last 
for the morning only. 

Leader: Michael Clark Dundas 627-5176 

SATURDAY. MARCH 10, 1984 - 6:00 A.M. OWL PRO^aTL 

Search for owls. Last year we had an excellent look at a saw whet owl. 
Will we be aslucky this year? Join Gerry at 6:00 A.M. next to Miracle 
Mart in the parking lot of University Plaza, Dundas. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: Gerry Chappie Dundas 627-0393 


***ywV*^wn'ov***'!V*'!V****yc***'5V 

WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Doering 

428 Mountain Brow Blvd..Hamilton,Ontario L8T 1A7 

Mr. Gerald N. Farrell, 158 Lavina Crescent 
Hamilton, Ontario L9C 6R8 

Mr. Robwrt Sargeant 

102 East 11th St..Hamilton,Ontario L9A 3T4 
Mr. Philip Wa;ker 

2609 Windemarr Rd..Mississauga,Ontario L5J 1M4 
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB held at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens Centre, Burlington, Ontario, on Monday, January 9, 1904 
at 8;00 p.m. 

Approximately 70 members and guests attended thefirst meeting of the 
new year. Norm & Mary Pomfret acted as greeters and George Globe and Ed 
Ellis provided the slide show inthe foyer. 

Norman Ralston, President, announced the resignation of Marvin Grove 
and thanked Marvin for his work as Wood Duck Editor. Hazel Broker will 
act as Editor of the February Wood Duck and Norman Ralston requested 
Volunteers for the March, April and May Editions. 

It was announced that the Baillie Birdathon raised over $45,000.00 
this year with our club's supportof Bob Curry as Guest Birder raising 
$3,281.19. 

The Long Point Birdathon takes place May 5, 1984 and Gus Yaki is 
the Guest Birder. Your support is welcomed. 

No junior members nameshavebeen submitted for the Ross Thompson 
Trophy, Any nominations should be submitted to Bob Curry assoon as 
possible. 

Norman Ralston then introduced Dr. John Ambrose, Curator of Guelph 
University. Dr, Ambrose began his presentation by explaining that the 
Living Collection at the Universityis a group of rare trees which have 
been grown from seeds obtained from various sources. He thanked the 
Club Membdrs who have sent in information about rare trees and requested 
our continuing support of thisproject. After an explanation of what desig¬ 
nates a treq or shrub "rare". Dr, Ambrose showed his slides of such species 
as Kentucky Coffee Tree, Wild Cucumber Tree (his specialty). Chestnut Tree 
and Prairie Rose while providing informative commentary. All of these 
species have been found by Dr. Ambrose in the Pt. Pelee area including the 
islands which he enthusiastically endorsed as an ideal location for seeing 
a variety of trees and shrubs. 

After a question period, George Meyers expressed our appreciation for 
a very interesting talk. 

Norman Ralston reminded members of theupcoraing field trips. 

After the meeting everyone stayed for refreshments. 

' Bonnie Gallagher, Secretary 


ENVIRONMENTALIST OF THE YEAR 1984 


Conserver Society (formerly C.H.O.P.) President and community organizer, 
Edgar E. Smee has been named Hamilton-Wentworth's Environmentalist of the 
Year. 


The Environmentalist of the Year Award will be presented at a banquet 
on March 23rd, 1984 at the Royal Connaught Hotel. Previous winners of this 
award are Dr. Victor Ceciloni, the Binbrook Anti-dump Committee, Save the Valley 
and Mr. Alan Stacey, For further information and tickets call Nancy Lyne at 

525-5456. 
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by Ron Hepv/orth 

The vanter season of 19o2-85 was the vranaest i-ecorded in this area since 1952- 
53. There vrere only 32 days below freezing comxjared to a nonaal total of 52 days 
at HaaiiJ.ton. Many buds v?ere swollen in early January due to the mild vjeather, 
however there V7ere no real extremes of temperature to cause any significant damage. 
The longest cold spell lasted only about 10 days with very little snov? cover. 

Temperatures were generally above freezing- after Feb. 12, stimulating the 
further svfelling of buds, thawing of soil and the early return of many migrants. 
Frost vfas pretty v/ell out of the ground by Mar. 5 and the first chorus frogs v/ere 
heard at Bronte on Mar, 14 and as early as Mar. 7 in Mississauga, 

The advance of Spring continued about 2 weeks early until a major snovrstorm 
strucic the area on Mar. 21. Coltsfoot blooms vfere covered up, frogs and snalces 
disappeared, and Spring came to a standstill until the end of March. 

Warmer v/eather returned in April and the s,^jring sequence fell back to near 
normal by mid-April. Be].ov7 normal temperatures in May and early June furhter 
delayed the season by several da^j'-s. IX\ring the first half of J-une flovjering dates 
vfere recorded even later than last year. 

Hot vfoather arrived on June 10 and continued through July and early August, 
Flowering dates recovered and many Spocios vjere blooming earlier than last year. 
Continued vrarni v/eathor through late sujnmer and autumn had the effect of delaying 
the bloom of fall species significantly. Aster and goldenrods were blooming 5 to 
10 days later than last year by the end of August and 10 to 15 days later by the 
end of September. 

The pealc of autumn color occurred during the last week of October about 10 
days later than last year. The woods vjere mostly bare by Mov. 8. Blooms of Witch 
Hazel lingered in Mssissauga until Dec. 17, the latest since I have been keeping 
records. 

The table follov/ing includes ’bhe 1983 flowering record for the Bronte area as 
far north as Upper Middle Rd. and for the Sheridan Park greenbelt area of Missi¬ 
ssauga, Ont. In 1983 flovrering dates at Sheridan Park averaged about 1.5 days 
later than at Bronte.(2.8 days in April, 1,2 days in May and 0,5 da^'-s in June.) 
Dates which havo been estimated or interpolated are follovfed by 'M'. 


F_irs^^ Par9? Jp.r S^o 



Bronte Sh.Pk, 
fm’cli 

Bronto 

,4pril 

Sh.Pk. 

Coltsfoot 

15M 

16 Yellow Trout Lily 

20 

25/26 

Silver Maple 

15 

19E Dandelion (in opo-n) 

22 

26 

Common Groundsel > 

17/18 

Red Trillium 

23/24 



Aprj 

6/7^ 

iJ. Pussy Toes 

24 

flay 1 

American Ehn 

Bloodroot 

24 


Hepatica 

a 

Forsythia Spp 

24 


Buffaloborry 

8 

V/liite Trout Lily 

26/27M 


Chinese Elm (pollen) 

8 

ViTood Anemone 

27 

29 

Bealced Hazelnut (pollen) 

11 

Wliite Trillium 

27 

29 

Red Maple 

14 

13/14 Dog Violet 

27 

fey 2 

Blue Cohosh 

15 

V/ild Strawberzy 

28M 

29 

Marly Sa::ifrago 


Shadbusli Spp. 

28M 

29 

Narrovx Spring Beauty 


I 8/19 Shepherd's Purse 

26E 

fey 1 

Wood Rush 

18 

19 Coumon Blue Violet 

28/29 

May 5 

Slippery Mlia 

19 

Small-flov/erod Crov/foot 

29 

V/ild Ginger 

19 

Penn. Sedge (.polj.en; 

29/30 

30 
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bpecies 

Bronte 

Sh.Pk. 

Species 

Bronte 

Sh.Pk. 


Ma^' 


Juno 

Sugar Fiaplo 

Ap.pOE 

2 

Common Speedwell 


5 

Yellovj Violet 

IE 

4 

'Jild Black Cherry 

5 


V/eeping Dillovr 

IE 

4 

Saiinyborry 


5 

Early Keadov? Kuo 


4 

Red Clovvjr 

5 

7 

Red Haven Peach 

2 


Houndstonguo 

5 


Jack-in-tho-pulpit 


5 

Common Buckthorn 


7 

Red Currant 

4E 


Silvery Cinquefoil 

7 


Garlic Mustard 

5E 

6/7n 

European Gromvrell 

8E 


Barren Strauberiy 

5 

9 

Yel.'-ovf S\foot Clover 

10 

10 

Rod-bcrricd Elder 

7 


Wormseod liustard 

10 


Yellow Rocket 

7/8 

10 

Common Blackberry 

11 

9 

Wild Geranium 


9 

Curled Dock 


10 

Flovforing Currant 

3 


Arrovn-rood Spp 

11 

11 

Early Low Blueberrji' 

3E 

9/10 

Bittersweet Kiglrtshado 

11 

12 

Vfoite Birch (pollen) 

8 

7 

Cow Vetch 

12 

10 

Large-floworcd Bellvrort 

8E 


Slonder Votch 


12 

Moss Phlox 

8/9 


V/ild Grape Spp 

12 


Black Willovf 

9 


Highbush Cranberry 

12 


Rod Banoberry 

11 


Smooth Wild Rose 

13/14 

13 

American Beoch 

11 

12 

Hairy Boardtongue 


Sv/amp Buttercup 


14/15 

Round-leaf Dogwood 

14 


Fringed Polygala 

16 


Bladder Campion 

14 


W"ild Colvimbine 

16 


Yarrovf 


15 

Seneca Snalceroot 

17 


feple-leaf Viburnum 

15E 


Japanese Barberry' 

17E 

16 

Bluowecd 

/ v 

I 5 / 16 E 

15 

Comriion Purple Lilac 

18 


Black Walnut (pollen; 


Tliyue-leavod Spocdv/ell 

18 

21 

Rough Avens 


17 

True Solornon's Seal 

19 


Bush Honeysuckle 

18 

18 

Rod Oalc (pollen) 

20E 


Multiflora Rose 

18 


Vfild Sarsaparilla 

20/21 


Chicory 

19 

18 

McIntosh Apple 

20 / 2 IE 


Gray Dogwood 


22 

VJhito Ash (pollen) 


24 

Fnito Avons 

25E 

22 

Tartarian Honej'-suckle 

23B 

24 

Catalpa 

25/26 

27 

Bastard Toadflax 

24 


Conmion Eldorberry 

25 

25/26 

Early Havrthom Spp 

24/25 

25 

Sv/oot V/liito Clover 

24 

30 /jyl 

Virginia Waterleaf 

25 

Juno 1 

Fringed Loosestrife 

27 / 28 E 


Mayapple 

27 

25 


July 

Blue-eyed Grass 


27 

Catnip 

3/4 

0 

Herb Robert 

28 

27 

Bassvfood 


8/9 

Running Strawberry Bush 


23 

Coiiiinon I'iulloin 

7 / 8 E 

9/10 

Starflovror 


29 

Lopaced 

8 


Smooth Honeysuckle 

29 

31 

Ag'rimony 

12 


Tall Buttercup 

30 

29 

V/hito VeiTfain 

12 


False Lilv-of-the-Valloy 31 

2b 

Wild Bergamot 

14E 


Couiuion Cinquefoil 

31 

June 1 

Helloborine (in shade) 

I 4 / 15 F 


False Solomon's Seal 

31 

Jimo 2 

Early Goldenrod 


18 


June 

Teasel 


22/23 

White Oalc (pollen) 


2E 

Large-loaved Aster 


25 

Red-osier Dogwood 


2 

Comiron Burdock 


27 

Dame's Rocket 

1 


Canada Goldenrod 


Aug. 19 

Common Fleabane 

1 

3 

CouUiion Ragweed (pollen) 


Aug. 19 

Bridlewreath Spirea 

1 


Beggars Ticks 


Aug. 22 

Ox-eye Daisy 

1 

3 

Gray Goldenrod 


Aug. 26 

Yc]J.ov/ Wood Sorrel 

2E 

2 

]:r.r.j England Aster 


Aug. 29 

Yellow Goatsboard 

1/2 

3 

Calico Aster 


Aug. 31 

Yellow Hawlcweed 

5 

4/5 

Zig-zag Goldenrod 


Sep. 8E 

Glossy Buckthorn 


5 

V/itch Hazel 


Oct. 12 
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Phenological Summary -(cont'd) 

Aj)j:)j3ar_^c^e^ R_ecorj:ls_ _of__ Fauna Ob serv ed in 


Species 

V/estem Chorus Frog 

2nd appearaiice after late snov/ 
Garter Snalce 

2nd appearance after late snovf 
Suckers running near Lalco Ont. 
Spring Peeper Frog 
Mourning Gloalc Butterfly 
Imericai Toad 

E. Tent Caterpillar (eggs hatch) 


Bronte Area 

Sheridan Pa; 

March 14 

March 7 

April 1 

April 5 

April 12 

March 17 
April 19 

April 14 

April 16 

April 25 

April 22 

April 27 

April 26/27 

none seen 


AN INVITATION FOR INPUT 

As your field events director, I always welcome input from you but 
especially nov? I am inviting you to tell me your ideas. 

Is there some placethat you would like the club to visit?; perhaps 
somewhere \ie have never been or where we haven't explored for some time? 
Whether your favourite nature spot is appropriate as a destination for an 
evening jaunt, a day trip, or even a weekend, I would like tohear about it, 

I will do my best to arrange your trip in the near future; that means 
between June ' Cj 4 and August '05 so that it can be scheduled for any time 
of year you desire. Don't be shy because you are afraid that you will be 
expectec tolead the hike, I will ASK you to, because a keen interest is a 
greater asset than expertise to make a hike enjoyable but, you are not obli¬ 
gated, 

HIKE LEADERS VJANTED 

I do need somebody to help me out with all the above ideas. Therefore, 
I ask anyone who is willing to put a little extra effort into just one hike 
(I say 'extra' since you attend the hikes anyway) to give me a call. I 
expect that you will find, as I did, that the effort will give you much 
enjoyment, I stress that you don't need to be an expert. There are always 
other members to assist with identifications. The summer evening hikes 
this year will be the same as last year; Wednesday evenings at 6;30, If 
you call early, you will get the Wednesday you choose, (or weekend, if a 
day hike. 

Thank you, ^ Jeff Blezius, Field Events Director 385-6170 


REQUEST FOR INFORM/>TION 

I am currently working on a checklist of the Musci (Mosses), Hepaticae 
(Liverworts) and Anthocerotae (Hornworts) growing in the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club sanctuaries. This project will hopefully be completed in the spring of 
1986, at which time the results will be made available. 

If anyone has specimans or records of species or any other information 
pertaining to the Bryophytes of Spooky Hollow and Short Hills, please call or 
write to; Dave Bradley, 

95 Gary Avenue, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1Y4 
(416) 522-2936 
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THE STRANGE SILENCE OF A BOG 

by Michael Clark 

When bogs are mentioned, more often than not one immediately thinks 
of large stretches of muskeg inthe far north. However, bogs are present 
farther south too - not many perhaps, butthey are there. I had occasion 
several times to visit such a bog in Southern Muskoka this past July, It 
was an unusual experience. Decidedly different. 

Perhaps the very first thing I noticed about this bog wasits strange 
absense of noise. But this is not necessarily unusual. 

For instance, when one enters one ofthe mixed deciduous forests in the 
area (many with pockets of conifers), one is first of all aware of entering 
a kind of foreign environment, where - it is noted, "felt", at once - 
silence appears to prevail. But soon, in most forests, this silence may 
be broken by the familiar patterns of a Red-eyed Vireo's endless dithering, 
the querelous quarps of Great-crested Flycatchers, the reverberating cres¬ 
cendos of one or more Ovenbirds, Perhaps, if it is a wet woods, one hears 
the spidery trills of a Winter Wren, orif thereare Hemlocks, the thin buzzy 
advance and retreat of the high-ranging Black-throated Greens. Red Squirrels 
and Orioles may accost one x^ith their lunatic chatter, or a pair of foraging 
Sapsuckers may be zippinghere and there, muttering and squeaking to them¬ 
selves about the insatiable brood waiting at home. One might come within ' 
range of a Veery cranking up, higher and higher, until, all at once, all 
other forest noises are flooded and silenced by its rich and vibrating 
song. Or one might be amused by the wheezes and hisses and grinds of a Wood 
Thrush, apparently attempting just to get into first gear. 

In other words, in a typical forest in Southern Muskoka; as in a swamp, 
a marsh, even in the open shield areas where there aretrees and shrubby vege¬ 
tation, there is an emphatic sense of action and of life, if only through 
what one hears. 

Not so in a bog. A bog is not amusing; nor is it enlivened much with 
wholesome sounds. The silence of a bog is not dispelled upon being entered, 

but seems todouble and redouble. With respect tobirds, one has the impression 

of being at a lower extreme limit of desirable habitat, whether for breeding 
or foraging. This may be because - at least inthe bog I visited - the vege¬ 
tation is mostly at or near ground level, withthe exception of large areas 
of Labrador Tea and Tamarack towards the one, eastern shore. 

Of course, my bog may be such a "young" bog, that there are simply not 
enough of the higher, plants for nesting and voer. But one receives a similar 
impression of deadly silence, or lifelessness, even in a maturer bog, such 
as is found in the "Spruce Bog Boardwalk" trail in Algonquin Park. This 
trail is a favourite with my tx^o boys because it is short, flat, and com¬ 
paratively open. We always take it in the hopes of seeing the elusive 
Canada Jay, but we have yet to see one there. But even here, where there 

are large "armies" of Black Spruce marching out towards the centre, signs 

of even fairly abundant life are rarely encountered. 

Sometimes, of course, the silence is broken. (For instance, my bog 
may be vibrant X'jith bird song in spring - although I somehow doubt it - but 
I visited it in July.) Common Yellowthroats and Song Sparrovjs, the two 
main breeders, will at times rise to a high perch and somex^hat taaatively 
sing. But their isolated outpourings seem only to make the prevailing silence 
more intense and definite. One is almost tempted to say final. 

For in a bog (perhaps it is the high humidity) sound magnifies, so that 
the resultant silence that follox^s an outburst seems deeper than ever. 

Sounds coming from, or near, the edge of a bog seem louder than natural, and 
are hard to identify as todirection and distance. The wierd, raucous, cater- 
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The Strange Silence of a Bog (continued) 

wauling of a Common Raven family far on the other side sounds strangely much 
nearer. In another section of the bog(it is roughly T-shaped, and at least 
10 ha.) the high and haunting, lonely phrases of a White-throated Sparrow 
might be coming from any direction. Where is that resounding Yellowthroat 
singing from? Is it 50 yards away, or 200? Conversely, the somewhat 
strangulated vocalizing of an Eastern Bluebird or a Towhee from a nearby shore 
sounds half a mile distant. 

A bog seems a very tense place. Tosay everything seems poised to jump 
out ofitsskin at a moment's notice may be only a slight exaggeration. The 
sudden call of a Pileated or a startling movement of a deer in a neighbouring 
woods, may leap out at one like a violent threat. A crossing-over Robin or 
a Purple Finch may land on a Tamarack, but they are gone the next second. 

Purple Finches, which will apparently breed in a bog, do not appear too 
inclined tosing there. Immature Goldfinches, however, being young,innocent 
and as yet undaunted, do not hesitate to land in the top branches of a 
Tamarack, toliesurely preen in the sun. 

Nevertheless, the human visitor to a bog neednot feel lonely, or intimi¬ 
dated by the often strange and vibrant silence. He (or she)may be too busy 
(Sealing with his constant, and somewhat buzzy, companion; the crazy headly. 

Anyone who has walked along a dirt road in Muskoka, or over an open 
area of Shield, or, say, over a bog, will have met, or been met by, the 
crazy head fly. The crazy head fly (the female Deer Fly, family Tabanidae) 
loves open spaces, and loveshuman heads. Especially fon(d of sweating victims 
(because of thq high humidity insome bogs, one tends to sv;eat heavily on 
sunny days), even double doses of Deep Woods Off are no deterent. Often the 
crazy head fly has the daredeveil habit of dangling from the peak of one's 
cap to offer a bold eye-to-eye challenge. It is possible that the evolutionary 
functionof this pesky little fly is totest the nerve of those who would 
venture out-of-doors, for whateverreason. Even so, driven back perhaps into 
the cooling solace of a lake,one is greeted there by its larger first cousin, 
the Horse Fly (who loves bodies), 

As I walked throughmybog, leaving behind the tiny corpses of perhaps 
twenty head flies at each visit, I waspuzzled by the absence of mosquitoes, 

A certain type of mosquito is kno\(nri to breed within the tentacle-like arms 
of the celebrated Pitcher plant, whichtraps other insects in thosesame arms 
to supply essential proteins. This bog was so plentifully supplied with 
Pitcher plants that it was hard to avoid stepping on them. (Unlike along 
the Algonquin Park trail, where at thePitcher plant post, there aren't any.) 

In fact, while largely devoid of birds and other signs of animal life, if 
one were a botanist this bog would likely be a fascinating place.' 

My impression .(just a guess, really) of this bog is that, as bogs go, 
it is a young "pioneering" one. (The Algonquin bogis thought tobe over 

seven thousand years old.) It is generallywide open, with generally only 

isolated areas of the higher growing plants. The sphagnum moss, which has 
nevertheless all but closed out any open water (taking several centuries, 
experts say), has a youngish, almost babyish, appearance. There are some 
dead mature Tamaracks near the center, but this means nothing in bog time. 

So on the positive side - while the silence of a bog can be often start¬ 
ling, sometimes unnerving, and always generally dull - the unassuming if 

rather stark visual beauty of some of the plant life, such as theorchids, 

provides a certain compensation. If one adds tothis a little awareness of the 
amazing adaptions all plants must develop to survive in the acidic bog envir¬ 
onment, as wellas of the unique steps a bog must take to become a bog, one's 
appreciation can only increase. 
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The Strange Silence of a Bog (continued) 

I have provided a table of the vegetation I could Identify in that part 
of the bog I visited. In the abundance (Number) column, the category 
"several" means "mostly everyvjhere" or "in very large quantities" if located 
in one area. 

One word of advice: One can safely walk (squish) in a quaking bog, such 
as this one, if one is reasonably careful. However, should a foolhardy step 
be taken, one's next appearance in the upper vjorld may be as part of a core 
sampleI 


SOME PLANTS , SHRUBS AND TREESOF THE SOUTHWOOD BOG 


Common Name 

Scientific Name 

Family 

Number 

Herbs: 

Bullhead-lily 

Nuphar variegatum 

Water-lily 

Some 

Fragrant Water-lily Nytaphaea odorata 

Water-lily 

Some 

Pitcher Plant 

Sarracenia purpurea 

Pitcher plant 

Several 

Larger Blue Flag 

Iris versicolor 

Iris 

Few 

Yellow Loosestrife 

Lysimachia terrestris 

Primrose 

Some 

Wild Calla 

Calla palustris 

Arum 

Few 

Calopogon 

Calopogon Pulchellus 

Orchid 

Several 

Rose Pogonia 

Pogonia ophioglossoides Orchid 

Some 

White Fringed Orchis Habenaria 

blephariglottis 

Orchid 

Few 

Grasses and Sedges: 

Carex lasiocarpa 

Carex lasiocarpa 

Sedge 

Several 

Grass spp. 

Graminaae spp. 

Grass 

Many 

Shrubs: 

Meadowsweet 

Spiraea latifolia 

Rose 

Some 

Bog Rosemary 

Andromeda Glaucophylla Evergreen 

Heath 

Many 

Speckled Alder 

Alnus rugosa 

Alder 

Some 

Labrador Tea 

Ludum greenlandicum 

Evergreen 

Heath 

Several 

Sweetgale 

Myrica gale 

Waxmyrtle 

Some 

Trees: 

Black Spruce 

Picea mariana 

Spruce 

S ^me 

Tamarack 

Larix laricina 

Larch 

Many 

Red Pine 

Pinus resinosa 

Pine 

PP'Or 


****‘A****A*******vVA***A* 


help! the file is EMPTY! 

I know that as with myself, there is that matter of the article you intended 
writing for the WOOD DUCK but haven't managed as yet to settle down to producing. 
The editor's file is empty so how about sitting down to-night and sharing your 
experiences with your fellow members. Tell us of observations made in your own 
backyard or inthe Hamilton area or on a trip you have taken. Share your research 
findings with us. Whether the article is short or long, it will be read with 
interest and may lead others on to exciting new experiences. Please do your 
bit to fill up the file, thus making the interim editor's task an easy one. 
Hopefully there will be an overflow to pass on to Margaret Mackenzie when she 
takes on the editor's duties with the September issue. 

Forward material - c/o Editor, Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

Box 5182, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L3 
by the 1st of the month for publication in that month's issue. 

Hazel Broker 

Acting Editor for February 
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AN ALBINO SPARROW 

by Hazel Broker 

Early in the winter of 1982 a strangely marked sparrow-like bird appeared 
at my feeder on Paisley Ave. S. in the Westdale area of Hamilton, At first 
sighting, which was only a quick glimpse, I assumed that my bird was a Snow 
Bunting in partial molt and s ince Snow Butings were visiting feeders in 
other areas in the city I thout no more about it, Hov 7 etier, when I had a 
chance to better boservethe bird on later occasions, I decided that neither 
the markings nor the habits would exactly fit the Snow Bunting pattern and 
came to the conclusion that my visitor V7as a partially albino House Sparrow 
with head and shoulders mainly white and some white feathers in the wings 
and tail. "Oscar" became his name and he moved in and out of the yard 
happily with a small flock of House Sparrows. 

"How long does an albino sparrow survive?", I wondered and when spring 
came and the feeder was dismantled I expected never to see him again. Much 
to my surprise I observed Oscar feeding with other House Sparrox^s on the 
lawns in the block due south of my yard during the summer of '02 and in the 
winter of '03 he again patronized my feeder. 

During the summer of '83 reports of a strange sparrow-like bird came to 
me from residents living 2 blocks due north and sure enough, it was Oscar. 
Again this winter he is coming to my feeder and to a neighbour's feeder so 
now he is 2+ years old. 

My study of the life span of an albino sparrox^ is going to have to come 
to an end hoxxrever. A flock of 20 or so Rock Doves has descended on our area. 
If these birds XTOuld only tome to feed under my feeder and leave, I would be 
happy but unfortunately they stay to spend their leisure hours on a neigh¬ 
bour's roof and this I cannot tolerate. Does anyone have any suggestions as 
to how to get rid of unxv'elcome Rock Doves? 

THE NEW PAGE 

As it does sometimes during the winter 
a little snox^ fell at daybreak, and the 
sun rose to a world of sparkling white¬ 
ness . 

Where the second groxxith hardwoods 
grow closely together the shadows made 
a network of designs in black and whiter 
All the activity of wildlife that x^as 
written on the old snox^ was gone, and 
a nexvf page lay open. 

I walk for a long time over the page, 
and then I meet the track of a mouse. 

It comes in a straight line from asfar 
as I can see, and it lays like a chain 
each hop a link perfectly spaced, and 
ends with a pendant shaped into out¬ 
stretched wings. 

Fred Whitlock 

(from The Orchid, Peterborough Nature Club, as printed in the Wood Duck, 

February,1965) 
(submitted by Jeff Blezius) 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 1983 


Hamilton, Ont. 43° 16* N 79° 52* VV centre at York and Dundurn Streets, all points 
within a 15 mile diameter circle to include Hamilton, part of Burlington, Lake Medad, 
Waterdown, Millgrove, Greensville, Dundas, Mineral Springs, Ancaster, Southcote, 
Hannon and part of Stoney Creek; elevation 245 to 1000 ft. ; habitat coverage: 
mixed woods 35%, tov/ns 25%, open water 20%, farmland 19% and marshes 1%. 

Dec, 26; 7a.m,to5p,m, A.M,: mostly cloudy, P.M, mostly cloudy 
Temp, 5° to 18°F, Wind WSW 40 mph. Snow cover 2" - 4", Water mostly open. 

Wild food crop fair, Sixty-one observers: 52 in 28 parties; 9 at feeders. Total party- 
hours 168 (94 by foot, 74 by car) plus 33 hours at feeders. Total party-miles 579 (93 by 
foot, 486 by car). 

COUNT; Common Loon 1, Great Blue Heron 1, Snow Goose (blue phase) 1, 

Canada Goose 577, Green-winged Teal 9, American Black Duck 313, Mallard 838, 
Northern Pintail 8, Northern Shoveler 2, Gadwall 26, Canvasback 4, Redhead 16, 
Tufted Duck 1, Greater Scaup 429, Lesser Scaup 31, Oldsquaw 3 (low), White¬ 
winged Scoter 2, Common Goldeneye 52, Bufflehead 53, Hooded Merganser 3, 

Common Merganser 1545, Red-breasted Merganser 10, Ruddy Duck 1, Northern 
Harrier 1, Sharp-shinned Hawk 3, Red-toiled Hawk 68, Rough-legged Hawk 8, 

American Kestrel 12, Merlin 1, Ring-necked Pheasant 17, Ruffed Grouse 18, 
Bonaparte's Gull 1, Ring-billed Gull 318, Herring Gull 4443, Thayer's Gull 1 , 

Iceland Gull 2, Glaucous GullGreat Black-backed Gull 92, Rock Dove 643, 
Mourning Dove 662 , Eastern Screech Owl 1, Great Horned Owl 11, Long-eared 
Owl 1, Boreal Ow l 1, Belted Kir^fisher 7, Downy Woodpecker 124, Hairy Wood¬ 
pecker 25, Northern Flicker 13, Pileated Woodpecker 4, Horned Lark 132, 

Blue Jay 139, American Crow 2368, Black-capped Chickadee 962, Tufted Titmouse 1, 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 11, White-breasted Nuthatch 98, Brown Creeper 19, Winter 
Wren 2, Golden-crowned Kinglet 62, Hermit Thrush 1, American Robin 30, 

Mockingbird 4, Brown T liras her 1, Cedar Waxwing 234, Northern Shrike 1, 

European Starling 70,000, Northern Cardinal 222, Rufous-sided Towhee 1, 

American Tree Sparrow 593, Song Sparrow 33, Sv/amp Sparrow 8, V\/hlte-throated 
Sparrow 29, White-crowned Sparrow 3, Dark-eyed Junco 707, Dark-eyed (Oregon) 
Junco 1, Snow Bunting 437, Meadowlark sp. 1, Rusty Blackbird 1, Common Grackle 3, 
Brown-headed Cowbird 4, Pine Grosbeak 19, Purple Finch 16, House Finch 239 , 
Common Redpoll 10, Pine Siskin 56, American Goldfinch 416, Evening Grosbeak 59, 
House Sparrow 1865, 

TOTAL 87 species, about 89,228 individuals. 

(In count area count week but not seen count day: American Coot, Lesser Black- 
backed Gull, Common Yellowthroat.) 
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OBSERVERS; Davfd Agro, Don Babb, Hazel Broker, William Camf^elI, Michael 
Clark, George Coker, William Crins, Robert'Curry, Floyd Delfrer, Robert and Ted 
Dinniwell, Charles and Robert Doering, Robert Elstone, Jane and Wayne Fife, 

Robert Finlayson, Shelia Forbes, Paul Foster, Hilary Gallant, Denys Gardiner, 
Leslie Gray, Adrian Greenwood, Adam Harrington, Robert Healey, Bob Henry, 
Darin Herle, Raymond Hughes, Mork Jennings (compiler “906-53-48 Lakeshore Rd., 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 422) Norma Lang, Maurice Laycock, Joan Little, Derek 
Ludkin, Antony and Gail Mason, Kevin McLaughlin, John Miles, Alex Mills, 

Laurel North, Minnie Odenkirchen, Edytha and Katsu Olkawa, John Olmsted, 

Anne and Tom Reid, Ron RIdout, Mark Robson, Robert Sergeant, Klro Sibakin, 

Paul Smith, William Smith, Rick Snider, Peter Steenwyk, Tim Story, Ruth Summers, 
Sam Tabone, Mary Thompson, Robert Waldhuber, Cay Weir, Gerry Whitworth, 

Alan Wormington (Hamilton Naturalists' Club). 


JUST A REMINDER, if It has s II pped your mind, would you kindly send yota* fee 
as soon as possible for the Christmas Bird Count, as the monies have already been 
forwarded to American Birds on your behalf. 


"EARLY CO NCEPTIONS & CONTEMPORARY CORRECTIONS" 

A Surprise of Styles in Animal and Botanical Art from the 

16th Century to To-day 

Presented by; EXPLORATION HOUSE 

At the ROYAL BOTANNICAL GARDENS CENTRE 

600 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

From FEBRUARY 16th - APRIL 2nd 1984. 

Preview Night, Thursday, Feb. 16th at 0;00 p.m. 


The exhibition, which is designed to please the mind as well as the eye, will 
contrast the styles and media of some of our most accomplished present-day 
nature artists with examples from some of their famous and most delightful and 
as onishing predecessors, including mapmakers, from‘as early as the 16th century. 


Some of the present day artists included in the show will be Robert 
Bateman, Gerald Brender a Brandis, Lillian Lamport, Fenwick Lansdowne, 

E A (Ted) Lukeman, Steve McNorton, Keith Miller, Eric Nasmith, Orpha Racknor 
c ae arren* It is expected that most will be present in person for the 
preview. The others will be there in spirit. 


> 




ADVANCE NOTICE 


The ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS will celebrate ONTARIO'S BICENTENNIAL 
with an exciting week of events. May 11 - 17th, 1984. Mark that week 

on your calendar now and watch for further announcements. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to Dec, 31, 1983 -277 
* - indicates first record for the year. 

1st W - indicates first winter bird. 


Common Loon 

1 

Dec .19 

West end of Bay 

Robert Curry 


1 

Dec .26 

Woodland Cemetery 

Robt. Finlayson 





Alan Worming ton 

Horned Grebe 

1 

Dec .18 

Spencer Smith Pafk 

Kevin McLaughlin 


1:1 

Dec.19 

West end of Bay: 

Curry 




Windermere Basin 


Double-Cr .Cormorant 

1 

Dec,19 

CCIW 

Curry 

Great Blue Heron 

1 

Dec .26 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


1 

Dec .27 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 

Snow Goose (blue phase) 

1 

Dec .26 

West end of Bay 

Curry, Gail & Tony 





Mason 

Green-winged Teal 

9 

Dec ,26 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, Go&T .Mason 

Northern Pintai 1 

8 

Dec ,26 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, G.&T.Mason 

Northern Shoveler 

2 

Dec ,26 

Windermere Basin 

Ron Ridout, 





Gerry Whitworth 

Tufted Duck (male) 1 

Dec .26 

Windermere Basin 

Curry, G .SiT,Mason 

Hooded Merganser 

1 

Dec ,26 

Red Hill Creek 

McLaughlin, 





Waldhuber 

Ruddy Duck (male) 1 

Dec .26 

Windermere Basin 

Curry,G .8tT,Mason 

Nortliern Harrier 

1 

Dec ,31 

Ancaster 

Curry 


2 

Dec ,29-31 Dundas Marsh 

Clark 

Sharp-Shinned Hawk 

1 

Dec.13 

Spencer Creek 

Ron Fleming 

Cooper's Hawk 

1 

Dec,30 

Gra/s Ct .Ancaster 

Tim Story 

Rough-legged Hawk 

3 

Dec ,29 

Winona 

Ray Hughes 

Golden Eagle 

1 

Dec ,31 

Greensville 

Rosemary Wertheim 

Merlin 

1 

Dec .19- 

■31 Hwy,8 above Dundas 

Anne & Tom Reid 

Gray Partridge 

15 

Dec .28 

10th St,at Mud St. 

Ridout 

Ring-Necked Pheasant 

4 

Dec .29 

Winona 

Hughes 

American Coot 

1 

Dec ,27-30 V^i ndermere Basi n 

Curry, Verne Evans, 





McLaughlin 

Bonaparte's Gull 

1 

Dec ,31 

Oakville Harbour 

McLaughlin 

Thayer's Gull (2ndW) 1 

Dec.15 

Aldershot Dump 

Curry 

l(ad)(lstW) 1 

Dec .23 

Aldershot Dump 

Curry, McLaughlin 

(ad) 

1 

Dec ,26 

West end of Bay 

Curry,G .8sT. Mason 

Iceland Gull 

1 

Dec.15 

Aldershot Dump 

Curry 


1 

Dec .27 

LaSalle Park 

McLaughlin 


2 

Dec .30 

Aldershot Dump 

Curry (m.obs) 

Eastern Screech Owl 

1 

Dec.26 

Sulphur Springs 

John Olmstead, 





Rick Snider 

Long-Eared Owl 

1 

Dec ,26 

Weir's Lane 

Hazel Broker, Sheila 





Forbes, Paul Foster 

Short-eared Owl 

3 

Dec .27 

Mt, Hope 

Paul Smith 
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Boreal Owl 

1 

Dec ,26* 

Escarpment above Dundas P.Smith 

Scsv/-Whef Owl 

1 

Dec ,28 

Up,Middle Rd.Oakville 

Ridout 

Belted Kingfisher 

2 

Dec,26 

Dundas Hydro Stn, 

Clark 


1 

Dec ,27 

King's Forest 

Fleming 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1 

Dec.l l-30Staney Creek Ball Park 

Waldhuber 

Horned Lark 

20 

Dec .25 

16 mile creek at QEW 

Francois & AAorian Gouin 


12 

Dec .30 

Mud St. 

Curry, Evans, 





McLaughlin 

Tufted Titmouse 

1 

Oct.25-Dec ,31 Holyrood Av ,Oa(<v 

, Don Gunn 


1 

Dec .25 

Reding Rd. Ancoster 

Forbes 


1 

Dec .26 

Mtn, Brow Blvd, 

Charles Doering 

Winter Wren 

1 

Dec .27 

Red Hill Creek 

Fleming 

Hermit Thrush 

1 

Dec.12 

New St,at Appleby Line 

F.8tM, Gouin 


2 

Dec .24 

Hopkins Tract 

Finlayson 


^ 1 ■■'®cc7SI5"~‘€ee!<Jr*Ave .Bur li ngton 

Ruth Summers 


• 1 

Dec .26 

Sulphur Springs 

Olmsted, Snider 

American Robin 

200 

Dec,16 

Martin'sLane.Ancaster 

Curry 

Varied Thrush v (male) 1 

Dec ,26on Aberfoyle 

Robinson fideD .Brewer 

Brown Thrasher 

1 

Dec ,26 

Patterson Rd, 

Joan Little, Laurel 





North, R.Summers 


1 

Dec ,27 

Spruce Ave .Burl 

Doug Randall 

Northern Shrike 

1 

Dec ,25 

Esquire PI .Hamilton 

Ted Dinniwell 

Common Yellow throat 

1 

Dec ,24 

Hopkins Creek 

Finlayson 

Rufous-sided Towhee ” 

1 

Dec .26 

Waterdown 

Maurice Laycock 

White-crowned Sparrow 

9 

Dec .29 

\A(inona 

Hughes 

Dark-eyed (Oregon) Junco 1 

Dec ,26 

Sulphur Springs 

William Smith 

Snow Bunting 

30 

Dec .25 

Oakville Creek 

F,8iM, Gouin 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

8 

Dec .29 

Winona 

Hughes 

House Finch 

1 

Dec.15 

Hwy 8 above Dundas 

A .&T. Reid 


15 

Dec,J7 

First St.Stoney Creek 

Waldhuber 


1 

Dec ,22 

Fassett Ave. Ham. 

Bill Randall 

Common Redpoll 

6 

Dec,15 

Paricside Dr.Ancaster 

Clork 


Please send your bird records for January by the 10th of Februory to Mark Jennings 
906 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington, Ont, L7L-4Z2, or phone 632-2210 

******************* 


OBSERVATIONS OF EASTERN HOGNOSE SNAKES IN ONTARIO 

Mr. Frederick W. Schueler is preparing the status report on the Eastern Hognose 
Snake (Heterodon platyrhinos) for the Committee on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada and would like information re your sightings of this species. 
Locality / Habitat / Remarks (Number of Hognose and other snakes seen, size, 
sex, colouration (spotted or melanic), behaviour, cover, present location of 
any species collected). Even vague information e.g. "We used to see them in an 
area in the 1940's but not now" can be useful. 

Replies would be appreciated by the end of February. Send to, 

F.W. Schueler, Herpetology Section, National Museum of Natural Sciences, 
National Museums of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario KIA 0M8 
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THE WOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication 
of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is 
produced by volunteer members of the club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times 
yearly from September to May and is mailed 
free to members. Contributions for publi¬ 
cation are welcome and should be addressed 
to the Editor, Hamilton Naturalists' Club, 
Box 5182, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L3. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the 
first of the month preceding publication 
dat e. Articles may be reprinted without 
permission but credit lines would be appre¬ 
ciated, Sed Noteworthy Bird Records to 
Mark Jennings, 906 - 5348 Lakeshore Rd.E., 
Burlington, Ontario L7L 4Z2. 


